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The Background of Morocco
The kingdom of Morocco is geographically located in North Africa across the Strait of Gibraltar on the Mediterranean Sea. It also has a share of the Atlantic in the northwest shoulder of Africa.  The coastal Mediterranean region of Morocco shared an early Neolithic culture that was dominant in the Mediterranean littoral.  Its roots can be traced back to about 1 000 BCE, when the Phoenicians from present Lebanon sailed there. However, the indigenous Berbers had inhabited the territory about 200 years before the Phoenician invasion. Morocco was part of Iberomaurusian culture that also encompassed Taforalt (Allah, 2017). The country can be traced back to the founding of Mauritania and other early kingdoms of the Berbers to the founding of the Moroccan state by the dynasty of the Idrisid. The Idrisid dynasty (named after Idris1) descended from the Hasanid, and Alid dynasties ruled Morocco between 788 and 974.
 It is believed that the Idrisids were the traditional founders of the legendary Moroccan Muslim state that set the center stage for other subsequent states and dynasties in the northern region.  The Idrisids played a vital role in introducing Islam in Morocco and the expansive Northern parts of Africa, including ushering in more Arabs in the region. The Phoenicians were great merchants who founded trading posts in Morocco.  They set ore and salt depots up the rivers and along the coast. In the 6th century BCE, the Phoenicians set up settlements in Mogador, Lixus, and Chellah, with Mogador being their major colony. Morocco became the home of the Barbers during the second millennium B.C (Allah, 2017). The Barbers made their first interaction with the oasis dwellers of the northern savanna.  The country was annexed by Rome in A.D 46 as part of the territory of Mauritania until the Vandals overran it in the 5th century due to the declining empire.  
Morocco is traditionally dominated by the Berbers and has been subject to extensive migration patterns, especially from people of Arab descent. Morocco was controlled by Carthage, which is modern Tunisia. From the early times, Morocco became the westernmost region of the Roman empire (Heckman, 2017). In the late 7th century, the Arabs invaded and conquered the Maghrib (the expansive region of North Africa). Maghrib is an Arabic name that means ‘the west.’ The invasion of Arabs accelerated Islamization in Morocco and other neighborhoods (Jebari, 2020). Subsequent Moroccan kingdoms enjoyed the freedom and political influence that went beyond Africa’s northern Coastal regions. In the 11th century, Almoravids of the Amazigh dynasty gained control of a vast empire stretched from Andalusian Spain to parts of regions in sub-Saharan Africa.  In the 15th century, the Portuguese laid a hand in the territory intending to control Morocco and the neighboring areas. 
Spain later joined it to tame the two dynasties (Saadi and Marinid) that locked horns now and then. The Europeans attempted to establish permanent footprints in the country but were repulsed by the dominant Arabic people.  This made Morocco be the only nation in North Africa to evade the Ottoman empire occupation. Despite the repulsion, the country became the subject of Great Power politics during the 18th and 19th centuries due to its strategic location along the Mediterranean. In 1912, Morocco became a French protectorate but regained freedom in 1956. Currently, Morocco is the only surviving monarchy in North Africa (Heckman, 2017). The country is rapidly modernizing and also enjoying a rise in the standards of living. Despite modernization, the country still retains much of its legendary architecture and traditional customs.  Casablanca is Morocco’s largest city, located on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. Other notable towns include Tangier, Agadir, and Al-Hoceima. Currently, the country is among the most prosperous nations in Africa, emerging fifth in the African economic index.
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